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others have one end more or less rounded. It is unlikely that
they were hafted, and they were probably held in the hand
when in use. They were apparently discarded as soon as the
point became damaged. There is another tool much more,
carefully made, an adze blade, with the lower end bevelled
off to form the cutting edge. In the specimen shown, the top
is much abraded apparently from hammering with a maul or
mallet (fig. 53).^ These are rarely found, the probability being
that they were too precious to leave and were taken home
by the workmen. The whole process was not necessarily
very lengthy; a calculation of the number of men who could
work at the stone at the same time, and the amount each could
accomplish, gave the rather surprising result that a statue
might be roughed out within the space of fifteen days. The
most notable part of the work was the skill which kept the
figure so perfect in design and balance that it was subsequently
able to maintain its equilibrium in a standing position; to this
it is difficult to pay too high a tribute.
It remains to account for the vast number of images to be ^
found in the quarry. A certain number have, no doubt, been
abandoned prior to the general cessation of the work; in some
cases a flaw has been found in the rock and the original plan has
had to be given up—in this case, part of the stone is sometimes
used for either a smaller image or one cut at a different angle.
In other instances the sculptors have been unlucky enoxigh to
come across at important points one or more of the hard nodules
with which their tools could not deal, and as the work could not
go down to posterity with a large wart on its nose or excrescence
on its chin, it has had to be stopped. But when all these in-
stances have been subtracted, the amount of figures remaining
in the quarries is still startlingly large when compared with the
number which have been taken out of it, and must have necessi-
tated, if they were all in hand at once, a number of workers out
of afl proportion to any population which the island lias evfcr
been likely to have maintained. The-theory nattiraHy suggests
itself that some were merely rock-carvfags and not i&tettded to
be removed. It is one which needs to be adopted with caution,
for more than once, where every appearance has pointed to its
being correct, a similar neighbour has been found which was
aettially being removed; on the whole, however, there can be

